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SOME of THE PECULIARITIES 
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| OF THE 


FIELD-PREACHING CLERGY: + 
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Ina LETTER to a FRIEND. 


— _— S ** 


— — 


By a MEMBER or us CHURCH or ENGLAND, 


— 


** 


He that rebuketh a man, AFTERWARDS ſhall find mort 
favour than he that flattereth with the tongue, SOLOMON 


ecurus fame, Liber, ire memento ; 


Net tibi fit lecto diſplicuifſe pudor. OVID. | F 
| 'Tis better ſure when blind, deceiv'd to be, ; 
| Than be deluded when a man can fee. POPE.; 
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NAK ED THOUGHTS 
ON 
SOME or Tar PECULARITIES 
* 


+ FIELDPREACHING-CLERGY 


, DAR SIR, 


S you defire me to tranſmit to you ſome 
account of thoſe epiſcopal clergymen, com- 
monly diſtinguiſhed by the title of Field Preach- 
ers, or Methodiſt Parſons; I think it an honor 
to acquaint you with any thing within the com- 
paſs of my obſervation ; therefore moſt readily 
take up my pen, to comply with your requeſt. 


Whether they, or the regular clergy are in the 
right, relative to ſome particular points of doc- 
Trine, is beſide my preſent purpoſe to inveſtigate: 
for to enter upon a plan of that kind, were to 
compile a body of divinity. Being indulged with 
leave to wave fuch a field of controverly, our 
correſpondence ſhall turn on their manner of pro- 

A | ceeding: 
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ceeding: this will prove a ſufficient medium 
through which we ſhall be able to peep into their 
arcana or merits of their cauſe; and I hope be 


fatished before we finiſh, that every thing that 
glitters 1s not gold, 


In their manner of preaching there are four 
grand peculiarities. 1. That of pommelling the 
Bible. 2. Banging the pulpit-cuſhion (when 
they preach within doors). 3. Uling a deal of 
vociferation and rodomontade in their ſermons, 
as if their hearers had but one ear apiece : and 
4. Railing moſt unmercifully againſt the regular 
clergy. There is ſcarce a compoſition of theirs 
without a vaſt quantity of theſe four ingredients. 
-Taking theſe in their due order, let us endeavour 
to make the moſt inſtructive and religious im- 
provement on them we poſſibly can. 


1 Pommelling the Bible, one would willingly 
ſuppoſe, they deſign as an emblem of their being 
able miniſters of the Ne& Teſtament ; ſo able, 
that the © etter which #://eth,”* as St. Paul terms 
it, 1s hereby killed by them. That this miniſtry 
of condemnation, which terrified the Fews, when 
delivered from Mount Sinai, is now between the 
hammer and the anvil at the preacher's forge, as 
it were, ready to be hammered out into pure Gol- 
pel. It alſo repreſents the labour and pains it 
coſts theſe miniſters to get out the myſtical mean- 
ing of this book, and ſet it before their hearers. 
ButI would caution you againſt crediting the com- 


mon 


1 


mon report which ſays they receive a gratuity 
from the printers, bookſellers and bookbinders, 
in conſideration of ſuch indefatigable labours ; 
as it does not come well atteſted. Slander ori- 
ginates from a malevolent heart, and ſeldom fails 
to attack even the moſt unblemiſhed characters. 
But I hope to ſend you nothing but what ſhall be 


attended with ſufficient proofs, and founded on 
undeniable facts. a 


2. On banging the cuſhion. A cuſhion with 
them ſeems to be an emblem of carnal eaſe; 
banging it therefore moſt naturally expreſſes ſelf- 
denial. It alſo is ſo eaſy a thing, that the leaſt 
reclining upon it may literally prove a tempta- 
tion to ſleeping: but when kept in perpetual 
play under the powerful blows of the preacher, 
it ſtrikingly ſets forth the inſufficiency of all 
worldly gratifications, the uncertainty of all car- 
nal eaſe, and the flutuation of all terreſtrial 
grandeur. Alſo the deep effects the preacher's 
hits have upon the cuſhion, may repreſent unto 
us the wholeſome operations of his doctrine on 
the hearts of his hearers : for theſe preachers do 
not always chuſe verbally to inform the people 
what good they do, but wiſely let actions ſpeak 
for them. Therefore by their indignation againft 
the cuſhion they teſtify unto us their abhorence of 
the praiſe of men, and of all ſenſual indulgences; 
and evince their readineſs to take up the crots 
themſelves firſt, and to ſtep before their flock in- 
to the waters of tribulation : for example is ſu- 
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perior to precept. Moreover, the cuſhion may 
ſerve to repreſent unto us the fleep of lin, or 
carnal] - ſecurity ; and beating it heartily, may 
prove a lively picture, of the manner in which a 
careleſs unbelieving ſinner, muſt be rouſed up 
and not ſpared, 'till he feels the power of the mi- 
niſtry, and acknowledges the prevailing influence 
of ſuch rhetoric, But laſtly, ſhould any duft 
happen to arile from the cuſhion while under 
theſe operations, as in ſome places is the calc 
(when it eludes the fidelity and eſcapes the di- 
ligence of the duſter) tlie orator's fiſts bring it 
to light; to repreſent unto us his intentional 
fidelity, and that no ſecret corruption of the heart 
ihall, as far as he can, remain unreproved by his 
heart-ſearching ſermon. And alſo by the duſt 
flying about the place, the audience learn a 
humbling leſſon, being inſtructively reminded 
that they are made of duſt, and muſt ſhortly re- 
turn unto it; or, according to Iſaiah's words, 
that they are ' counted as the ſmall duſt of the 
* balance.” But when the miniſter happens to rap 
his knuckles againſt any hard part of the pulpit, 
it repreſents his word rebounding from ſtony im- 
penitent bearts, where it could make no impreſſion; 
and the pain this blow ſeems to occaſion, repre- 
ſents the aching of his heart for thoſe who reject 
his meſſage. Thus far on the utility and edifica- 
tion of beating the Bible and the pulpit-cuſhion. 


3. Now we are called to conſider the rodomon- 
tade and vociferation, which accompany their 


public 


— 
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public inſtructions. But I know not what reaſon 
they can have for uſing ſo much clamor in de- 
livering their divinity, unleſs they deſign it to 
repreſent the ſpiritual deafneſs and /irp:arty of 
their auditories, and their amazing diſtance from 
devotion ; and that by the Arete of their own 
voice they are to be quickened, By the bye, learn 
we here, that a Methodiſt parſon is not worth a 
ſiddle- ſtick unleſs nature has framed his lungs 
fit for bawling, roaring, hooping, and ſcreaming. 
hut all this noiſy preaching, as they aſſure us, 
neceſſarily proceeds from true zeal for the good 
of the church; and all faithful miniſters muſt do 
it, becauſe, ſay they, the ſcripture commands 
them to do it; ſee Iſa. Iviii. 1. and Ezek. vi. 11. 
The former of theſe prophets was commanded to 
*cry aloud,” &c. The latter, to“ {mite with 
his hand, and ſtamp with his foot.” Now, in 
my opinion, this was a manner of propheſying, 
or preaching, peculiar to the diſpenſation under 
which thoſe prophets lived, and we no where find 
it was adopted into tne New Teſtament. This 
makes me conclude that our modern prophets have 
taken the liberty to borrow this commiſſion from 
Iſaiah and Ezekiel without their leave; but can- 
not poſſibly believe it ever was deſigned for them; 
and my reaſon for it is this: The miniſters of 
the New Teſtament are not required to adopt the 
manner of Jewiſh prophets, by reaſon of the vaſt 
difference between their reſpective diſpenſations'; 
And again, would theſe miniſters prove the con- 
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trary, they muſt prove that the Lord commands 
all the miniſters of the Goſpel to © go down into 
** the potter's houſe ;”? for this was literally a 
part of Jeremiah's commiſſion, Chap. xviii. But 
I think no clergyman now has any New Tefta- 
ment permiſſion to borrow it; for altho* “ hat- 
& ever was written ine was written for 
“ our inſtruction,“ yet not a// for our imitation, 
for this would be to return into judaiſm at once. 


Many particulars in the prophets* commiſſion 


were doubtleſs to terminate either with their 
lives, or diſpenſation. And now we have a more 
excellent miniſtry, eſtabliſhed upon better pro- 
miſes. Heb. viii. 6. But the undiſcerning many, 
as Pomfret calls the rabble, may perhaps be ealily 
converted to believe that inſtruction and imitation 
are ſynonymous here ; juſt as eaſily as they are 
made to believe the phraſes new creature and new 
birth are not to be underſtood figuratively, Fi- 
gures and diſtinctions being rather above them, 
their minds are prepared for the conſolation of 
laying aſide all theſe *unneceſlary, letter-learned, 


* figures; and underſtand the whole (in a /ump) 


6 Arricual ly or myſtically.” 


Here we may obſerve how theſe char ming voci- 
ferations gain the attention, and ſteal into the 
hearts of thoſe people of delicacy and diſcernment, 
who are wont, on other occaſions, to demonſtrate 


the fervor of their hearts in melodious buzzas, 
| and — and liberty for ever! Theſe call them 


moving and powerful diſcourſes ; and I cannot 
for once but coincide with them in this notion ; 
moving 


„ 


. 


moving and powerful they muſt be indeed, while 
attended with all the exterior certain figns of 
motion and power before mentioned, —T ho? ſuch 
a miniſtry is * vox pretereaque nibil in the opi- 
nion of many perſons of undoubted piety, candor, 
and judgment ; nevertheleſs 1t works wonders on 
the minds of ſome, for it makes them believe it 
is the great power of God. Than ſuch a belief, 
nothing can be a {tronger inſtance of groſs de- 
luſion. Why may not a variety of founds and 
geſtures operate mechanzcally on the paſſions, and 
produce different effects on the mind according to 
the humor the preacher is in; cauſing the audi- 
ence ſometimes to nile, and ſometimes to weep ? 
You need not but view a held-preacher's audience 
for a proof of this. But why all this ſhould be 
owing to ſupernatural agency, or the power of 
God, as they call it, no one can tell, as the 
Scripture is ſilent here, and all Philoſophy, I 
apprehend, quite mute. But Horace could well 
account for it, Si vis me flere, dolendum eft primum 
10% tibi. It muſt therefore be Mrs. Fancy that ſtyles 
theſe wonderful! effects the Power of God. But 
for my own part, firmly believing I have both 
ſcripture and reaſon on my fide, I am fully 
perſuaded that the ſpirit, voice, and geſtures of 
man can eaſily produce theſe wonders ; and that 
it is ſhockingly unſcriptural to aſcribe them to 
the Divine Spirit; becauſe the like effects are of- 
ten ſeen at tragedies, comedies, and morris- 


Nothing but noiſe 
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dances; and becauſe the ſmall /ti/Þ voice of the 


goſpel of peace, infinitely differs from this power; 
as every unprejudiced chriſtian, acquainted with 
| His Bible, well knows. But tell theſe ſober 
| truths to raving Methodiſts, and you will po/rtely 
| have for anſwer that you are a profane perſon, a 
| blaſphemer againſt the Holy Ghoſt, &c. under- 
ſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof they 
afferm. I once happened, as I was going by, to 
join a methodiſt auditory, where I heard many 


powerful and wonderful things indeed, The ago- 


nizing holderforth roared outthat man hadneither 

will nor power to repent ; but if they would 

not turn, every drop of ſweat he ſweated that 

time (and I thought they were many) would riſe 
againſt them in judgment. Such a poreyrful and 
| @wvonderful ſaying ſprcad a gloom and dejection 
} overall faces; and if one might form an idea of 
| their hearts by their looks, they certainly believed 
and feared the appearance of their guzde, in a bath 
of ſweat, againſt them in judgment, But in this, 
with all the reſt, we can only lay, „S. papulus vult 
decipi decipiatur. 

4. Let us now conſider the laſt grand peculia- 
rity propoſed ; which is, their vehement ratling 
aggainſt the regular clergy, This part of our ſub- 
ject, I fear, is not capable of ſo much religious 
improvement and inſtruction as the preceding; 
unleſs they can prove that Satan will caſt out 
Satan, This peculiarity in their procedure, is ſo 
deeply interwoven with the ground-workof moſt 
of their diſcourſes, that I have been frequently at 


a loſs 
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a loſs to diſtinguiſh when they preached juſtifica- 
tion by faith producing works of charity ; and 
when, by e faith producing works of cenſure 
and detraction. They talk of charity *tis true, 


but it is evident the fegular clergy are not to ſhare 


in it—This ſpirit of cenſyre inſpires them with 
liberty of impoſing on that reſpectable order, ſe- 
veral ſignificant but obnoxious names; ſuch as 
Scribes and Phariſees, Prophets of Baal, Prieſts 
of Mammon, and the like. The clergy (I wiſh 
them joy) when dignihed with theſe titles, may 
expect to hear a long detail of the privileges be- 
longing to ſuch characters. To drop the figure: 
No woe can be ranſacked from all the Bible, but 
will be fulminated about their ears. For this they 
borrow the authority of Chriſt, alledging that as 
he denounced the like woes againſt the ancient 
Phariſces, the ſame are applicable to the modern 
ones. But here they greatly err, not knowing 
the ſcriptures, nor who are Phariſees. The di- 
vinely omniſcient jeſus ſaw infallibly into the 
hearts of all men at once. And St. Paul and St. 
Peter, in the caſe of Elymas and Ananias, evi- 
denced a miraculous penetration, received from him 
in order to inſpect the ſtate of their fouls ; and of 
courſe had authority to addreſs them by names 
{ſuitable thereto. Thus, the firſt planters of 
chriſtanity, were enlightened and i1mpowered 
from above at particular times, to inſpect the 
hearts of ſome particular impoſtors, in order to 


expoſe their impoſtures to the world, and evince 


the truth of chriſtianity, Therefore St. Paul 
could 


could not miſtake the caſe of Elymas, nor wrong 
him in calling him a child of the Devil. But 
none of this authority from above, no miracul- 
ous, inſpection of the human breaft, have theſe 
gentlemen of whom I ſpeak. Nay I have heard 
ſome of them (I ſuppoſe ungardedly) declare, that 
*the human heart is deceitful above all things, 
* and deſperately wicked, and therefore know but 
“very little of their own:* What improper per- 
ſons muſt they be therefore to judge of the caſe of 
others! And what arrogancy and preſumption 
mult it be in them to bellow out againſt the clergy, 
% Scribes, Phariſees ! ”” &c. Here they apply 
to themſelves, ſometimes, that ſcripture (1 John 
1. 20) „Le have an unction from the Holy One; 
„and ye know all things.“ Which the Apoſtle 
applied to the days of miracles. And tho' with 
affected modeſty they will tell you they know but 
little of their own hearts, yet they will give you 
to underſtand that they, by the help of this wnc- 
tian, can pry into yours pretty deeply; and if 


you dare to differ from them, will venture to give 


you ſome pretty title or another, ſuch as a Forma- 
hiſt, or a Phariſee; if not a Hypocrite. O pride 
and preſumption, how long will ye be ſuffered 
to ſtalk in the church! 


Moreover, they compaſs ſea and land making 
+ profelytes, and then demand of us, What 
& miracles would you have? Here are drunk- 
tt ards made ſober!” &e. Theſe converſions, they 


inſinuate, are petty miracles; but unhappily 


they, 


3 


they, in general, if not always, prove converſions 
from drunkenneſs to coveteouſneſs, or from ex- 
ceſs of apparel to ſlandering and backbiting, &e. 
Nor does the © broad ſeal of heaven,” as they 
call it, appear here. | ; 


Having ſhewn you how their pretended com- 
miſhon to cenſure the clergy, reſolves itſelf into 
the height of ſelf-conceit and arrogancy ; you are 
now to conſider the advantages they avail them- 
ſeves of by it. When the regular clergy are de- 
picted as a race of men aſcended from Pluto's re- 
gions, muſt not they then ſerve as a foil to ſet 
forth itinerants as angels of light? When their 
morals are traduced, and their doctrines miſre- 
preſented, what is it but to cry out, Quit your 
church; follow us; and if you beſtow on the cauſe 
© nothing elſe, at all events let us have the benefit 
of your breath !“ When their own labours in 
the vineyard, with all their exaggerating circum» 
ſtances, are humbly recounted, and /elf-denymgly 
ſet before the public congregation, the regular 
clergy of courſe muſt appear a ſet of *idle drones, 
* caring for nothing but the fleece of the flock.” 
And 1 apprehend they deem it neceſſary, the true 
ſons of our excellent church ſhould be thus cha- 
racteriſed, before the purpoſes of ſchiſm and 
party-zeal can poſſibly be anſwered. 


Permit me here to make a ſhort digreſſion, in 
order to tranſmit to you ſome account of one Mr. 
IF. Proteus, the declaimer, (as he is called by 


many 


11 


many of his own party): I mention him becauſe 
he is peculiarly fond of the phraſes z4/e drones, and 


caring for the fleece of the flock. He was born, as 


I have been told, in Warwickſhire, and baptized 
in his infancy into the communion of the Church 
of England ; and bred up to trade. But during 
his apprenticeſhip he felt an 72pulſe which told 


him he ought to be rebaptized by the Anabap- 


tiſts; and ſo it came to paſs. But proving him- 
ſelf ſuch an inſufferable incendiary among thoſe 
people, he ſoon ran himſelf on dry ground, and 
intirely loſt the benefit of his /econd baptiſm. Now 


another 3mpul/e whiſpered him that a matricula- 
tion at Oxford, would anſwer him a far better 
purpoſe than his laſt baptiſm did ; he therefore 
avowedly renounced it, and claimed the benefit of 
the fit, (which it ſeems was not annulled,) in or- 


der to be a Clergyman. Now at Oxford he ſoon 
gave them a ſpecimen of his amazing genius by 


lecturing the bed- maker, &c. But the candor of 


Alma Mater excuſing (on his father's account, 


who is certainly a worthy man) his well-known 


deficiencies in other reſpects, gave him a lift into 


Holy Orders, 'Then immediately, in teſtimony 


of his gratitude to her, he commenced an , tinerant. 


Now his Jay brethren in the miniſtry ſoon reaped 
the ſame /martiing benefit from his leQturing 


genius, with his Happy attendants at Oxford; 


making one /quea# here and another guake there 
. Having wrought ſome wonders of this fort in En- 


gland, he croſſed the Atlantic, © full fraught with 


© zcal” (as I have read) at the head of a few /ay 


miniſters ; 


ä 
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miniſters; but his banner ſoon proving too hot for 
them, they. nutinied. Now he had no reſource 
but black detraction; he traduced them there, 
and calum:niatwd them to his correſpondents in 
England. This having ſtamped diſgrace upon 
him among all friends of humanity ; and with 
other things, too diſagreeable and tedious to be 
mentioned, impeding his fondly expected ſucceſs 
in his itinerancy ; an mprulſe told him, that as 
Haman was honoured by Ahbaſuerus on account 
of his coincidence with his meaſures, he might 
alſo in like manner acquire ſome degree of honor 
in coinciding with the congreſs, And having no 
other way now left to procure applauſe, he de- 
clared himſelf a Pazrizt (for he laid no claim to 
that character before). Iiſpired with patriotic 
fire, he prayed with © amazing energy,“ that 
ſure ſucceſs would ever attend the congreſſial arms, 
and that“ the counſels of our Abitophel miniſtry ?? 
might be overturned for ever. This J am at full 
liberty to tell you, becauſe I was enjoined no fort 
of ſecrecy when an intimate acquaintance of his 
told me this, and that an account of his energetic 
prayers was publiſhed in the American News— 
papers. His friends have lately had ſome pro- 
gnoſtications of his purpoling to return ſoon to 
England. Now let me for once foretel a future 
event. Think you that Mr. Proteus, if he comes, 
will not, nowand then, pray for King GEORGE, 
that the Lord would “ ſtrengthen him that he 
* may vanquiſh and overcome all his enemies,” 


Congreſs and all ? 


Thus 


( 14 ) 


Thus various are the metamorphoſes or regene- 
rations Mr. Proteus has paſſed through. And 
| both he and his violent partiſans tell us © they 
are all the broad ſeals of heaven“: but, 


credat Fudæus apella, 
Non ego 


But, for my own part, I doubt not, if he comes, 
but he will convince all his inferior itinerants, 
(for inferiors of that fort he muſt find, or he can- 
not live,) of the truth of the adage, calum, non 
| animum, mutant, qui trans mare currunt, I aſ- 
| ſure you, this is a faithful and a candid ſpecimen 
of his ſpirit and conduct; which, together with 
| abundance more of the like complex1on, their 
procedure would furniſn me with, gives us a con- 
vincing idea of the charitable treatment the re- 
gular Clergy might expect from ſuch ambitious, 
| veering zealots, did but the reins of power per- 
mit their fully exerciſing the perſecuting /aſh. But 
in juſtice to Mr. Proteus, I muſt diſmiſs this di- 
greſſion with obſerving, that he has been hither- 
to a ſtanch enemy to the iniſter-mabing, now in 
vogue among the mongrel Methodiſts, calling 
themſelves Independants. A ſtriking inſtance of 
his abhorrence of it, he once gave to his brother- 
Pn-law; who (though a good man in other reſpects) 
unhappily took it into his head to adopt metho- 
Aiſtical Independency; and conſequently got a ſham 
Eitle, and was ſpeedily ordered a Preſbyter of that 
name. But his brother Proteus no ſooner knew 
it; 
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it, than he was highly incenſed at the reproach 
this new-fangled mode of ordination would in- 
evitably bring on their family. "Therefore for- 
getting his /-cond baptiſm, ſpeedily went to him 
at his own houſe, and (as I have been credibly in- 
formed) held his fiſt to his teeth, while he power= 
Fullyand energeticallyleAured him with his tongue, 
for ſuch an inſufferable piece of religious folly— 


Thus, we ſee, theſe people are exceedingly 
angry in carrying on their cauſe : and an angry 
cauſe they make it appear to be, when its defence 
requires the weapons of invective, raillery, and 
burleſque. But methinks I hear you aſk me; 
Pray, Sir, is a preacher never to be allowed the 
% uſe of an ory?” Yes, my good friend: But a 
preacher is never to revz/e : Inſpiration hath uſed 
ironies, but inſpiration hath ſaid, * He that ut- 
„ tereth a SLANDER is a fool.“ But theſe revil- 
ing, recriminating gentlemen, under pretence 
of uſing mild ironies, in reality charge their ar- 
tillery ſo abundantly with 4anters, ſneers, ſarcaſius, 
and bungling 4ur/e/ques, that the exploſion there- 
of would raiſe in you a thouſand wonders, that 
both clergy and laity are not, by ſuch dreadful 
fires, totally vanquiſhed, and the field long ago 
cleared of them all. Hence it is evident heaven 
does not own their arms ; they bear not her ftamp. 
In Holy Writ we read of an Angel contending 
with the Devil about the body of Moſes, and 
* durſt not bring againſt him a railing accuſation.” | 
We read alſo an excellent paſſage in a pamphlet 

entitled 
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entitled FRIENDLY REMARKs, &c. (p. 8.) 
which [ think very appoſite to out purpoſe. *« I 
* know (ſays that author) there 1s no argument 
in banter, not concluſion in ſarcaſm, nor arumity 
in a /ſneer : ſuch weapons I with totally to dit- 
card; they are pitiful even for the world, but 


* they are /candalous when uſed by a Chriſtian,” * 
No; 


cc 
«c 
cc 


Non defenſorib us iſtis 
Tempus eget 

To this paſſage, methinks, I hear my friend 
heartily ſay Amen. Such weapons are ſcandalous 
indeed, more eſpecially when turned againſt that 
ſacred Order of men, the regular clergy. For, 
if there be ſome among them (as there may be of 
the younger ſort} whoſe failings and imperfections 
expoſe them ſomewhat to the ridicule of Infidels ; 
yet they mult be a ſtrange ſet of Chriſtians, who 
forget themſelves ſo far as not to know how to 
make allowance for them. But to oppotfe them 
as if they were Heretics, and reproach them as 
if they were Devils ; and on account of a few 
careleſs members, to reflect on the whole body 
indiſcriminately, at once betrays amazing illibe- 
rality, rancor, and deviliſm. And a circum- 
ſtance which conſiderably ſwells the magnitude of 
this evil, is, that theſe calumniators of the clergy, 
have it no way in their power to reform them, 
or do them any good temporal or ſpiritual. Ne- 
vertheleſs, they fcruple not to reproach them tor 


* Compared with Luke xix. 22. former part. 
the 
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the ſuppoſed want of what they cannot confer on 
their own hearts, nor have to beſtow upon them. 
And however ſorry I may be to ſay it, this, as 
thouſands know, is the caſe. And by means of 
our burleſquing itinerants, numbers of the baſer 
ſort conceive deep prejudices againſt the Church, 
her true miniſters, and miniſtry. And, as in the 
laſt century, Fanalichs taught the rabble to cry 
No Biſhops!“ And “ bind our Kings with chains, 
* and our Nobles with links of iron!” So now, 
by theſe means, they acquire a knack in caſting 
in the clergy's teeth, © Phyſician heal thyſelf.” 
And to account for this further, take an inſtruc- 
tive paſſage out of GoLIATH SLAIN, p. I75. 
It is, no difficult thing (ſays that author) to call 
„% things by wrong names, and to make the herd 
of mankind to believe that theſe are their true 
% names.“ Excellently well faid ! Hence we 
clearly ſee, how this herd are taught the charitable 
art to conceive of the Church Miniſters as monſters 
of miguity, dumb dogs, Scribes and Phariſees, Fews 
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and Heathens——— — Ku 


Thus I have unreſervedly opened my boſom, 
and conſcientionſly, and ,impartially , written to 
you my Naked Thoughts on this ſubject. If pro- 
vidence afford me health and opportunity, I ſhall 
in a future letter or two to you, point out the 
important obligation of ſubſcription, and ſheve 
how the field-preaching clergy (as ſuch) inevitably 
violate their ſubſcriptions both of the articles and 


the canons, as well as all the oaths and ſolemn 


.. Promiſes 
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promiſes of regularity: and conformity, they have 
made at their ordinations; and then refute their 
pleas for their preſent mode of op fr 


and defiance of OI" 1210 
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I am, Dan: Sem" 


Your moſt b Servant, &e. 
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